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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to the following communications: Amendment filed 05/23/2006. 
This action is made final. 

2. Claims 1-26 are pending in the case. Claims 1, 2, 22, 23, 24, and 26 are the independent claims. 
Claims 27-28 are cancelled. Claims 1-3, 22-24, and 26 are the amended claims. 



Drawings/Abstract 

3. Previous objections raised by the examiner are no longer applicable and are thus removed. The 
examiner accepts the drawings and abstract. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 USC 102(e) as being anticipated by Finseth et al. (hereinafter 
Finseth) U.S. Patent No. 6,271,840 issued Aug. 7, 2001 and Filed Sept. 24, 1998. 



With regard to Independent claim 1, Finseth teaches a system for navigating and browsing 
electronic media, comprising; 

• A device enabling viewing of digitally stored information, the device being configured to 
display at least portions of a categorization structure having a plurality of nested 
cascading category levels (Finseth Figures 5 and 8 and column 4,lines 25-67) Finseth 
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shows a plurality nested category levels of information as a result of a search request 
generated by the user. Finseth shows the information in a nested manner. 

• Each category level of the plurality of nested cascading category levels comprising a 
plurality of category titles of electronic media content stored on a storage device (finseth 
column S.lines 1-20 and column 6, lines 1-20) Finseth shows the information stored on a 
device and can comprise a variety of media content types. Finseth teaches that the user 
can browse the search result link and subsequent images linked to the first result. 

• Each category title having a selectable link-token to the stored content for said title, 
(Finseth column 5, lines 1-20) Finseth teaches a selectable token that a user selects and 
the information is retrieved related to the token 

• Each category title also being coupled to the category title's hidden nested subcategory 
structure comprising link tokens of category titles comprised in said each category title 
and the category titles in the different plurality of category levels able to be browsed 
independently of having to select and retrieve the stored content for any title from the 
storage device (Finseth Figures 5-8 and column 8, lines 45-67 and column9, lines 5-20 
and column 10, lines 1-15) Finseth teaches that a search result is presented to the user 
and the user can place the cursor over the result and in either a popup or frame or 
representation next to the result and image map appears showing the content linked to 
the first result. The subsequent information is presented to the user with or without 
clicking on the content and the subsequent information can comprise links to further 
information that would also comprise image information for subsequent links. The hidden 
structures are not displayed until the user moves the cursor over the link and the titles 
contain link tokens to the information (See column 5, lines 10-20). 

With respect to dependent claim 2, Finseth teaches a system for tracking the navigation and 
browsing of electronic media, and facilitating the changing of navigation and browsing path at will with 
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one single click to retrieve any desired new destination information content within inter-linked content 
structure that comprises at least three category levels (Finseth column 6, lines 1-25 and column 7, 
lines 1-67 and column 8, lines 45-67). Finseth teaches that the user can select a category level in one 
image and then see a linked image comprising the links to the subject matter and within the linked 
image the user can see and select subsequent links and so forth. The user can then select or retrieve 
information within the inter-linked content structure. 



With respect to dependent claim 3, Finseth teaches the system wherein link tokens of one or 
more category titles in a first category level of the plurality of nested cascading category levels is 
displayed for viewing on a display device in response to placing a cursor on a starting symbol 
representing a gateway to viewing the categorization structure displayed on the display device, 
without clicking (Finseth Figures 5-8 and column 8, lines 45-67 and column9, lines 5-20 and 
column 10, lines 1-15) Finseth teaches that a search result is presented to the user and the user 
can place the cursor over the result and in either a popup or frame or representation next to the 
result and image map appears showing the content linked to the first result. The subsequent 
information is presented to the user with or without clicking on the content and the subsequent 
information can comprise links to further information that would also comprise image information 
for subsequent links. The hidden structures are not displayed until the user moves the cursor over 
the link and the titles contain link tokens to the information (See column 5, lines 10-20). 



With respect to dependent claim 4, Finseth teaches the system, wherein the plurality of category 
titles are displayed on the display device underneath the starting text-string or a symbol representing 
the gateway to viewing the categorization structure (Finseth figure 5 and 8). 

With respect to dependent claim 5, Finseth teaches the system wherein placing the cursor on one of 
the category titles in the first category level causes said title to be highlighted and causes a second 
category level having a second plurality of titles to be displayed alongside the first category level, the 



Application/Control Number: 09/577,190 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2179 

plurality of titles in the second category level being sub-categories of the category title highlighted in 
the first category level (Finseth column 6, lines 1-67 and column 8, lines 20-67). Finseth teaches the 
information is displayed in a visual index according to user preferences including color and size, 
which would include highlighting the link as the user places a cursor over the link to activate it. 

With respect to dependent claim 6, Finseth teaches the system wherein the titles in the first category 
level are displayed in a first listing-area with the titles listed one under the other (Finseth figures 5-8). 

With respect to dependent claim 7, Finseth teaches the system wherein the titles in the second 
category level are displayed in a second listing-area with the titles listed one under the other (Finseth 
figures 5-8). 

With respect to dependent claim 8, Finseth teaches the system, wherein placing the cursor on one 
of the category titles displayed in the second category level causes said title to be highlighted and 
causes a third category level having a third plurality of category titles to be displayed alongside the 
second category level, the plurality of titles in the third category level being sub-categories of the 
highlighted title displayed in the second category level (Finseth figures 5-8 and column 6, lies 1-67 
and column 8, lines 20-67). 

With respect to dependent claim 9, Finseth teaches the system wherein the system has a selectable 
number of category level (Finseth column 7, lines 1-67). 

With respect to dependent claim 10, Finseth teaches the system, wherein the system has a 
selectable number of category titles in each category /eve/ (Finseth column 8, lines 1-67). 
With respect to dependent claim 11, Finseth teaches the system, wherein the system is 
implemented using software (Finseth column 4, lines 1-67). 
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With respect to dependent claims 12 and 13, Finseth teaches the system wherein when the cursor 
is moved from a category level having a plurality of category titles which are sub-categories of a title 
in a higher category level, the category level with the plurality of sub-category titles and all 
subsequent category levels cease to be displayed on the display device (Finseth column 8, lines 50- 
67 and column 9, lines 1-20 and column 10, lines 1-20). 

With respect to dependent claim 14, Finseth teaches the system wherein a browser can browse the 
categorization structure independently of any media content displayed on the display device. (Finseth 
column 5, lines 1-25) 

With respect to dependent claim 15, Finseth teaches the system wherein a browser can navigate 
and browse the different category titles in the different category levels of the categorization structure 
without having to select and retrieve a page of media content from the storage device and without 
having to navigate back and forth between different pages of media content (Finseth column 8, lines 
40-67 and column 9, lines 1-20 and column 10,lines 1-20). 

With respect to dependent claim 16, Finseth teaches the system wherein the categorization 
structure resides with the pages of media content but is not displayed on the display device with the 
media content until a browser places the cursor on the starting symbol (Finseth column 10, lines 1-20 
and Figures 5-8). 

With respect to dependent claim 17, Finseth teaches the system wherein the media content are the 
pages of a web site (Finseth column 5, lines 1-20). 

With respect to dependent claim 18, Finseth teaches the system wherein a browser can navigate 
and browse the different category titles in the different category levels of the categorization structure 
without having to down load a web page from the storage device and without having to navigate back 
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and forth between different web pages (Finseth column 8, lines 40-67 and column 9, lines 1-20 and 
column 10,lines 1-20). 

With respect to dependent claim 19, Finseth teaches the system wherein the categorization 
structure resides with the web pages but is not displayed on the display device with the web pages 
until a browser places the cursor on the starting symbol (Finseth column 8, lines 40-67 and column 9, 
lines 1-20 and column 10,lines 1-20). 

With respect to dependent claim 20, Finseth teaches the system wherein a browser can navigate 
back and forth between a category title in a first category level and a category title in a second 
category level of the categorization tree structure (Finseth column 8, lines 40-67 and column 9, lines 
1-20 and column 10,lines 1-20). 

With respect to dependent claim 21, Finseth teaches the system wherein a browser can move from 
a first or any category title in a particular level to any other title in the same level of the categorization 
tree structure (Finseth column 8, lines 40-67 and column 9, lines 1-20 and column 10,lines 1-20). 
In regard to Independent claim 22, Finseth teaches a system for navigating and browsing electronic 
media, comprising: 

• A device for viewing of digitally stored information, the device being configured to display 
at least portions of a categorization tree structure having a plurality of cascading category 
lists, each list displaying of the plurality of cascading category lists comprising a plurality 
of category titles to electronic media content stored on at least one storage device 
(Finseth Figures 5 and 8 and column 4,lines 25-67) Finseth shows a plurality nested 
category levels of information as a result of a search request generated by the user. 
Finseth shows the information in a nested manner and on a storage device. 

• Each category title having a selectable link-token to the stored content We for said each 
category title, wherein the device is configured to display one or more link-tokens 
comprised in the stored content file for said each category title in response to placement 
of a cursor on the selectable link token of said each category title without clicking on or 
invocation of the selectable link token of said each category title, whereby the system 
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enables and the category titles in the different plurality of category lists able to be 
browsed independently of selecting and retrieving stored content files for any title from 
the at least one storage device (Finseth column 8, lines 40-67 and column 9, lines 1-20 
and column 10, lines 1-20). Finseth teaches the user can move a cursor of media content 
on the display where the content comprises nested structures and the movement of the 
cursor will cause an image to appear showing the content of the hyperlink to the user 
without the user clicking on the image. Further, the image will also contain link tokens for 
the user to select to see the subcategory items and where the link tokens are 
independent titles and the information can be stored in cache or on a disk in the device. 



In regard to Independent claim 23, Finseth teaches a method for navigating and browsing electronic 
media, comprising the steps of: 

• Placing the cursor of the system of claim 22 on a first selectable link-token to the second content 
file for a first category title of said plurality of category titles; (Finseth column 8, lines 45-67) 

• Viewing one or more link-tokens comprised in the stored content file for the first category title 
displayed in response to the step of placing. (Finseth column 8, lines 45-67) Finseth teaches that 
the user can place a cursor on a media item show in the display and the system will present to 
the user a popup showing the subsequent webpage that the user would be directed to if they had 
clicked the link. Within the shown pop-up, the user can select other links with the cursor and see 
the subsequent links to further pages, without clicking. 
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In regard to Independent claim 24, Finseth teaches a system for tracking the navigation and 
browsing of electronic media, the system enabling a browser to retrieve any one of a plurality of 
content pages linked to any one of the plurality of category titles in a categorization structure 
comprising at least three category levels with a single click of a computer mouse (Finseth column 
8, lines 40-67 and column 9, lines 1-20 and column 10,lines 1-20). 

With respect to dependent claim 25, Wical teaches the system wherein the system is embedded 
with a hidden dynamic nested-cascading categorization structure that allows the browser to 
browse and view the entire categorization structure independent of the content of any content 
Page (Wical figures 2a-2f) Wical shows the user can browse the titles of content independently of 
any content on the page and also view the entire structure. 

In regard to Independent claim 26, Wical teaches the tracking system for tracking the navigation 

and browsing of electronic media, comprising: 

• A device for viewing of digitally stored information, the device being configured to display 
a text tracking string comprised of a plurality of category titles displaying a particular 
sequence of a category browsing path of a page displayed on a display device, a drop- 
down menu appears displaying a plurality of category titles for that category in response 
to a cursor being placed on any one of the category titles in the browsing path indicated 
by the tracking string, and content for a category title of the plurality of category titles is 
retrieved in response to clicking on the category frf/e (Finseth Figures 5-8 and column 8, 
lines 45-67 and column9, lines 5-20 and column 10, lines 1-15) Finseth teaches a device 
that shows a search result that is presented to the user and where the user can place the 
cursor over the result and in either a popup or frame or representation next to the result 
and image map appears showing the content linked to the first result. The subsequent 
information is presented to the user with or without clicking on the content and the 
subsequent information can comprise links to further information that would also 
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comprise image information for subsequent links. The hidden structures are not displayed 
until the user moves the cursor over the link and the titles contain link tokens to the 
information (See column 5, lines 10-20). 



It is noted that any citation to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the prior art references and any 
interpretation of the references should not be considered to be limiting in any way. A reference is relevant for all 
it contains and may be relied upon for all that it would have reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in 
the art. In re Heck, 699 F.2d 1331, 1332-33,216 USPQ 1038, 1039 (Fed. Cir. 1983) (quoting In re Le met son, 397 F.2d 
1006,1009, 168 USPQ 275, 277 (CCPA 1968)). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-26 have been considered but are moot in view of 
the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1136(a). 
A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the 
mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the 
date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Steven B. Theriault whose telephone number is (571) 272-5867. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F 7:30 - 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Weilun Lo can be reached on (571) 272-4847. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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